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EUROPEANUNION
DELEGATIONTOPAKISTAN

PRESSRELEASE

16thEU-PakistanJointCommission

TheEuropeanUnion(EU)-PakistanJointCommissionwasheldbyvideoconference
on16June2021.TheplenaryoftheJointCommissionwasprecededbysub-group
meetingsonDevelopmentCooperation(25February2021);Trade(2March2021);
andDemocracy,Governance,RuleofLawandHumanRights(1June2021). 

TheJointCommissionprovidedanopportunitytoexchangeviewsonallareasof
cooperationbetweentheEU andPakistan.PakistanunderlinedthattheEU isa
valuedpartnerofPakistan,beinghometoalargePakistanidiaspora,itsbiggest
tradingpartnerandasourceforinvestment,remittancesandeconomicassistance.
The EU and Pakistan reiterated theircommitmentforthe fulland effective
implementationoftheEU–PakistanStrategicEngagementPlan(SEP),signedin
June2019.

The JointCommission discussed the socio-economic impactofthe COVID-19
pandemic.ThehumanitarianassistanceprovidedbytheEuropeanUnionwashighly
appreciated.The ongoing vaccination programmes and future cooperation in
vaccineswerealsodiscussed.Pakistan’seffortsforsustainableeconomicrecovery
werealsohighlighted.

Theyalsoexchangedviewsonclimatechange,wheretheEU informedPakistan
abouttheEuropeanGreenDeal,connectivityanddigitalisation,andPakistanbriefed
aboutvariousclimateprojects,includingeco-system restoration,greenstimulusand
nationalelectricvehiclepolicy.Theyalsodiscussedcooperationinthefieldsof
education,culture,scienceandtechnology.TheJointCommissionalsoprovidedan
opportunitytodiscussmigrationandmobilityandtofollowuponthediscussionsof
theEU-PakistanJointReadmissionCommittee,whichwasheldon24February2021.

TheEU andPakistanagreedtoenhancebilateraltrade,includingbyaddressing
issuesthatarehamperingtradeandinvestment,improvingthebusinessclimate,and
Pakistan’seffortstowardsfullimplementationofthe27internationalconventions
stipulated underthe EU’sunilateraltrade preferencesscheme,the Generalised
SchemeofPreferencesPlus(GSP+).Pakistanacknowledgedtheextensionofits
GSP+statusasamutuallyrewardingstepandaffirmeditsfullcommitmenttofulfil
itsobligationsundertheGSP+.Pakistanunderlinedtherelevantmeasuresand
actionstakensinceSeptemberlastyear.

On developmentcooperation,the EU and Pakistan appreciated encouraging
progress.Pakistan appreciated the EU’s decision to re-orientits development
assistancetosupportPakistan’seffortstotackleeffectsoftheCOVID-19pandemic.
TheJointCommissionalsoexchangedviewsonprioritiesoffuturedevelopment
cooperation.

Jointeffortsinthefieldsofdemocracy,governance,ruleoflaw andhumanrights,
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cooperationonhumanrightsissuesatinternationalfora,andthepromotionand
protectionofallfundamentalfreedomswerediscussed.BoththeEUandPakistan
reaffirmedtheircommitmenttothepromotionandprotectionofallhumanrights
and fundamentalfreedoms,including freedom ofreligion and belief(including
concernsaboutanti-Muslim hatred),therightsofpersonsbelongingtominorities,
freedom ofexpression,women’srightsandchildren’srights.Pakistaninformed
aboutdevelopmentsconcerningtheJournalistProtectionBill,theForced,Involuntary
DisappearanceBillandtheAnti-TortureLaw.

TheEUraisedconcernsregardingdeathpenaltyandtheabuseofblasphemylaws.

TheEU welcomedtheprogressmadebyPakistanintheimplementationofthe
FinancialActionTaskForce(FATF)ActionPlanandPakistan’scommitmentto
continuetheengagementwiththeFATFtoaddressalltheremainingissues.

WhilerecallingthejointdeclarationonAfghanistanduringthe5th sessionofthe
Pakistan-EUStrategicDialogue,theEUandPakistanreaffirmedtheirstrongsupport
foranAfghan-ledandAfghan-ownedpeaceprocessandencouragedthepartiesto
theconflicttoresumenegotiationsinearnesttoachievelastingpeaceandstability
in Afghanistan.The achievements of the last 20 years in socio-economic
development,humanrightsandfundamentalfreedomsshouldbepreserved.TheEU
and Pakistan,therefore,callon the parties to observe a lasting humanitarian
ceasefire,inresponsetotheglobalappealbyUNSecretaryGeneralGuterres,andto
strivetowardsacompleteeliminationofviolenceasacleardemonstrationoftheir
genuinecommitmenttolastingpeaceandreconciliation.

TheEUappreciatedPakistan’shostingofmillionsofAfghanrefugeesforpasttwo
decades.TheEUassuredPakistanofitscooperationandongoingworktowardsa
durablesolution,includingthroughassistingandpromotingthesafeanddignified
returnofAfghanrefugeestotheirhomeland.Inthisregard,theEUandPakistan
emphasisedtheneedforawell-resourcedandtime-boundroadmap.

PakistanbriefedtheEUontherecentdevelopmentsintheregionandreiteratedits
concernsregardingthehumanrightsandhumanitariansituationinIndiancontrolled
partofJammuandKashmir.TheEUwelcomedtherecentreiterationbyPakistan
andIndiatofullyimplementthe2003CeasefireUnderstandingalongtheLineof
Controlandencouragedmoreconfidence-buildingmeasuresbetweenPakistanand
India.

TheEU expresseditsreadinesstosupportregionalintegrationandsustainable
connectivityintheSouthAsiaregion.

TheJointCommissionwasco-chairedbyMrGunnarWiegand,ManagingDirectorfor
AsiaandthePacificintheEuropeanExternalActionService,andMrNoorAhmed,
SecretaryofEconomicAffairsDivision.RepresentativesofrelevantMinistriesofthe
GovernmentofPakistanaswellasoftheEuropeanCommission,theAmbassadorof
theEU to Pakistan,Pakistan’sAmbassadorto theEU and observersfrom EU
MemberStatesalsoparticipatedinthemeeting.

ItwasagreedtoholdthenextsessionoftheJointCommissioninIslamabadin2022.
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